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Synopsis

Modern readers of the Bible are time travelers visiting a society and culture very different from their
own. Strange customs, unfamiliar words and novel concepts encountered in the Bible’s pages can
make understanding the Word of God a real challenge. The Access Bible is friendly to people
who’ve never studied the Bible before. It's been carefully written and edited so that those new to the
world of Bible study can just pick it up - and start reading. A unique feature of the Access Bible is
the running commentary which is interspersed with the Bible text. Difficult concepts are clearly
explained in terms which everyday readers can easily understand. There’s no need to have a
dictionary by your side when you're using The Access Bible. When a technical explanation is
required, all of the terms are defined right on the page, as well as in a glossary at the back. History,
social contexts, religious practices, the beliefs of ancient peoples - all are explained when the Bible
text requires it. In addition, this Bible was designed to contain all the background information
needed by believers from a wide spectrum of churches. The Access Bible sets a new standard for
ease of understanding.* Running commentary interspersed throughout the text provides on-the-spot
explanatory and interpretative information. Different type and horizontal lines clearly differentiate
between the Scriptures and the scholarly notes. * A Star Symbol following key technical terms
points the reader to a helpful 16-page Glossary, which defines such terms. * Introductions to each
book of the Bible set the scene by explaining the cultural context in which they were written. * 58
sidebar essays broaden the reader’s understanding of biblical themes. * In-text maps establish the
geographical context of events described in the text. * In-text charts display information in an
easy-to-understand format. * A select NRSV Concordance tells you where to find a word in the
Bible. * 36 pages of authoritative, full color New Oxford Bible Maps pinpoint cities and place names

encountered in the biblical text.
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Customer Reviews

The Access Bible does what no other Bible in print has done: it marries impeccable, ideologically
balanced scholarship with helpful annotations, sidebars, maps, and other study aids that first-time
Bible readers need to understand what's going on. With apologies to the author of Ecclesiastes, this
really is something new under the sun--a Bible that anyone, regardless of religious education, can
pick up and read. It will neither talk down to you or make you feel you’ve gotten in over your head.
The translation, the New Revised Standard Version, is the only contemporary translation that
preserves the bones of the King James style and renders that style in straightforward language. The
annotations, which appear in helpful places on the book’s well-designed pages, also include a
glossary and concordance to help readers understand and locate key terms in the Bible. The
Access Bible makes reading the Bible as easy as it can be. Deciding what to do with all this
knowledge, that’s the hard part. (The Access Bible comes in several bindings, and is published in
two different versions--one with the Apocrypha, a collection of writings endorsed by some

denominations but not others--and one without.) --Michael Joseph Gross

The Access Bible is a study Bible for mainstream Christian believers. The study notes are
comprehensive without giving extreme detail about information the average Bible reader probably
doesn’t care about. For example, in some study bibles, " town X was xxx miles from xxx, it's main
industry was xxx, it was founded by xxx...." There seems to be a competion between the
HarperCollins Study Bible and the New Oxford Annotated Bible (3rd and 4th editions) about which
book has the most notes. These are both excellent, and | use both, but they are definitely written for
the more scholarly crowd, whereas the Access Bible seem to be primarily written for

believers---without dumbing down the material.

| have my own Access Bible and gave this one to a friend who had expressed a desire to gain a
deeper understanding of the Old Testament passages she had been reading. This Bible is perfect
for daily study as it is formatted to answer questions and offer explanations as you go rather than

having to stop and consult footnotes. The notes appear after the passage and before you go to the



next section. | highly recommend this Bible and format not just for beginners, but for anyone

interested in gaining a better understanding of the scriptures.

Very well done Bible. Especially reommended for those new to reading the Bible. At first, | wasn’t
sure that there was a need for a Bible of this type. But, the more | use it, the more | like it. It is
especially useful to see the notes after reading a difficult passage. | have other Study Bibles. But,
other Study Bibles are more secular - this Bible is "faith-based" yet has the latest scholarship. (Yes,
| have some reservations about the NRSV’s sometimes-clumsy attempts at gender inclusiveness.

But, that is minor quibbling.) Great book !

Excellent. To use for a text book in a college course.

This recent purchase is of the HARDBOUND edition, because the softbound edition was going to
get destroyed by too much rough handling.The commentary in this edition is extremely helpful at
placing passages in context with other scripture and with history. It does it in plain English, for which

| am grateful.

Having annotations (i.e. explanations) in the text makes it much more meaningful when reading the

Bible. In general, all my "huh? what did that mean?" questions have been answered.

| have a few bibles, but the AccessBible is my favorite for doing any kind of bible study work or just
to read from. It's easy to understand & gives a lot of extra info. to give you a more clearer insite of

what you read.

Included what | was after, including the Old Testament Apocrypha. Dictionay and concordance,

although limited, is nice.
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